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To Us a Child Is Born 

A Children’s Christmas Service 

for All Ages 

Note to Director: See Leader Notes for additional helps for staging and preparing children for 

this service. 

Preservice Music: To Us a Child Is Born 

As a preservice option, play the instrumental version of “To Us a Child Is Born” (SCY 3) to help 

the congregation become familiar with the tune. You may wish to ask a student musician or 

ensemble to play it. 

Processional Hymn: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing LSB 380 

Congregation: 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic host proclaim, 

“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Refrain: 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King!” 
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Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

Late in time behold Him come, 

Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 

Hail the incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 

Jesus, our Immanuel! Refrain 

Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings, 

Ris’n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. Refrain 

The Invocation 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

Responsive Reading 

Leader: To us . . . 

People: A Child is born! 

Leader: To us . . .  

People: A Son is given! 

Leader: This Christmas, we receive . . .  

People: The blessed gift of heaven. 
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Hymn: What Child Is This LSB 370:1–2 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

 On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

 While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

 Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 

 The babe, the son of Mary! 

Why lies He in such mean estate 

 Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 

 The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 

The cross be borne for me, for you; 

 Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 

 The babe, the son of Mary! 

The Christmas Meditation 

The pastor may offer a brief meditation or use the Children’s Message for this service. 

Offering 

The Message Presented  

by the Children 

Children in costume as MARY, JOSEPH, SHEPHERDS, ANGEL, and MANY ANGELS come 

forward and pantomime action and create a manger scene during the speaker passages. 
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SPEAKER 1: Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When His mother Mary had 

been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the 

Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, 

resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as 

your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and 

you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” 

SPEAKER 2: All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

 and they shall call His name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. 

And he called His name Jesus. Matthew 1:18–25 

MARY and JOSEPH ENTER from the back of the room. MARY and JOSEPH stop and sit by the 

manger. MARY puts BABY JESUS in the manger. 

Hymn: Of the Father’s Love Begotten LSB 384:1, 3 

Congregation or Solo: 

Of the Father’s love begotten 

 Ere the worlds began to be, 

He is Alpha and Omega, 

 He the source, the ending He, 

Of the things that are, that have been, 

And that future years shall see 

Evermore and evermore. 

This is He whom seers in old time 

Chanted of with one accord, 

Whom the voices of the prophets 

Promised in their faithful word. 

Now He shines, the long-expected; 

Let creation praise its Lord 

Evermore and evermore. 

(Children in grades K–1 assemble during the hymn stanza.) 
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